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The Orpheus Strings Orchestra performs in the Pat Heffernan Hall of Katoomba Public School,
 Merriwa Street, Katoomba. All concerts commence at 3:00pm and conclude at about 5:00.

After many years without a price change, we have increased the concert admission to $20 
full with $15 for Pension Card holders (does not include Seniors Card holders) and tertiary 
students.  The new price includes afternoon tea. Children are admitted free of charge with a 
supervising adult. EFTPOS is available at all concerts.

♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫

2023 marks the 30th anniversary year for the Orpheus Strings Orchestra. To mark this 
achievement, throughout the year we will present a selection of soloist musicians who have 
been former student members of the orchestra and gone on to make music their career or 
major area of study. At this concert we will present two of these outstanding musicians, 
Hannah Kolos and Clare Cooney.

♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫

ORPHEUS STRINGS ORCHESTRA CONCERT
SUNDAY 26 March at 3:00pm

Joseph HAYDN (1732-1809): Haydn premiered his Cello Concerto No 2 in D-major in 
London in 1893. It is believed that he wrote it for Anton Kraft (1749-1820), the principal (and 
virtuoso) cellist in the orchestra at Esterhazy. For some years, musicologists attributed the 
composition to Kraft himself but the proof that it was Haydn’s work was confirmed in 1951 
with the discovery of an autographed copy. Haydn wrote the concerto for strings, oboe and 
horns before arranging it for cello. Haydn biographer, H.C. Robbins, stated “It is a typical 
18th century attempt to display the talents and musicology of the soloist.” Hannah Kolos was 
ready to perform this work at last year’s student concert but unfortunately, had to withdraw 
from performing at the last minute. Hannah joined Orpheus in 2012 when a Year 6 primary 
school student. She demonstrated her talent at the 2015 student concert with her wonderful 
rendition of Max Bruch’s Kol Nidrei. Hannah was an orchestra member for our 20th 
anniversary concert, so it is pleasing that she is able to appear for us as part of our 30th 
anniversary celebrations, performing the first (and longest) movement of the composition. 



Nicholas BUC: Nicholas Buc is an Australian composer, conductor, arranger, violinist and 
pianist. He was bestowed with the inaugural Fellowship of Australian Composers Award and 
completed his Masters in Film Scoring and Multimedia at the University of New York where 
he also received the Elmer Bernstein Award for film scoring. He has conducted the major 
Australian symphony orchestras as well as many across Asia and the USA. He was the 
arranger and conductor for all of Tina Arena’s Australian tours and worked on all episodes 
of The Voice Australia. Composed in 2014, his Rhapsody for all Seasons was conceived as 
an entertaining combination of the essences of Vivaldi and Piazzolla, with a modern twist. 
Written for string orchestra with virtuoso soloist, the piece takes the listener on a journey of 
seasonal variety, featuring a tango, sensuous film-noir passage, a boogie woogie and bluesy 
swing section in twelve parts… and a bit of foot stamping. The guest soloist will be 
Brisbane-based violinist and former orchestra member, Clare Cooney. Clare joined Orpheus 
in 2008 when a Year 5 primary school student and has featured in student concerts as well as 
the soloist in Spring from Piazzolla’s Four Seasons of Buenos Aires in 2017. Clare was an 
orchestra member at the time of our 20th anniversary concert so it is a pleasure to have her 
back for our 30th anniversary year. 

Pyotr TCHAIKOVSKY (1840-1893): The orchestra will open its 30th Anniversary season 
with the grand orchestral arrangement of Tchaikovsky’s String Sextet in D-minor Opus 70, 
more commonly known as Souvenir de Florence owing to his sketching the principal theme 
while visiting Florence, Italy, in 1890. When completed in 1892, Tchaikovsky dedicated the 
composition to the St Petersburg Chamber Music Society on the occasion of his being 
bestowed honorary membership. The work has the traditional four movements, opening with 
an Allegro that gets “straight down to business” with no formal introduction. The Adagio 
movement is romantic with an opening by solo violin and then cello. The third and fourth 
movements are in contrast to the first two and feature folk-like Russian melodies. The 
composition lives up to Tchaikovsky’s reputation for using brilliant and flowing melodies 
and emphasising the importance of all the instruments. Excerpts from this monumental work 
were used in Boris Eifman’s 2005 ballet, Anna Karenina.

                                                                                                 Colin Semmler and Julie Cooney

♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫♫

2023 Concert Dates

March 26, June 18, September 17 (Student Concert), December 3.

Hospital Benefit Concert: November 5




